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Proficient Emerging Beginner Totals 

 90-100 75-89 60-74  

Purpose 

Assignment provides 

a clear thesis and 

answers all 3 

questions 

Assignment has a 

thesis and answers 

at least 1 of the 

questions 

Assignment is 

incomplete. It may 

lack a thesis, may 

fail to answer some 

of the questions 

 

Audience 

Accommodation 

Writer uses an 

appropriate tone 

and expresses ideas 

clearly. Statements 

are illustrated with 

specific items and 

ideas from the 

article. 

Writer uses an 

appropriate tone 

but may struggle in 

places to express 

ideas clearly. Some 

statements are 

illustrated with 

specifics from the 

articles. 

Tone may be 

informal or snarky, 

and surface errors 

may interfere with 

communication. 

General statements, 

but few specifics are 

offered to show the 

reader what they are 

based on. 

 

Organization 

Discussion moves 

logically from one 

idea to the next. The 

writer provides 

transitions and topic 

sentences to signal 

organization. 

Organization seems 

logical, but the 

writer provides few 

intentional signals 

to make the logic 

apparent and guide 

the reader. 

Organization is hard 

to follow. It may 

seem disjointed, and 

the writer includes 

no signals to clarify 

the principle of 

organization. 

 

Format & 

Documentation 

Assignment uses 

MLA Style heading 

and MLA 

documentation of 

sources 

Assignment may 

miss some details of 

MLA format and 

documentation 

Assignment shows 

no awareness of 

format and 

documentation 

requirements 

 

Total Points     

 

 


